The text is unchanged except that English institutions for helping the hard-of-hearing are substituted for their American counterparts.
This is the third edition of Rowden Foote's well-known book on varicose veins. It contains, in great detail and with many illustrations, a comprehensive account of varicose veins and their, treatment with some interesting notes on the history of the condition. The description of tying and stripping veins is given in the greatest detail and with many illustrations; indeed some of these illustrations are repeated from page to page and this really seems unnecessary for it would be quite easy to refer to the picture on a previous page. The practical instructions on the injection of sclerosants,the use of elastic stockings and physiotherapy are all very well done. Altogether this is an excellent guide to the subject, but surely it would be even more attractive if it was pruned a little here and there. This, the second volume in the series, contains the papers given at a symposium at Guy's Hospital in 1959. Thanks to the generosity of the Wellcome Trust the price of this volume is identical with that of the former volume, despite the fact that it has cost considerably more to produce.
There is an outstanding introductory address by Lord Cohen ofRBirkenhead and there then follow ten excellent accounts of highly specialized techniques, which can be of use to the surgeon or physician in his research. It would be invidious to mention particular contributions, but those on paper chromatography by Ivor Smith, fluorescent antibody techniques by R G White and vector cardiography by Wallace Brigden will be found to be mines of information. All the references are given in full at the ends of the chapters and are thus most accessible. This is a 'must' for all medical libraries. Professor Gause believes that the search for new antibiotics would be aided if certain basic principles were followed. The three sections illustrate his views. The first is an account of the geographical distribution of antibiotic-producing microorganisms, and the second is a plea that they should be rapidly and properly identified. The third and longest section is concerned with the way in which micro-organisms can be used in the detection of antibiotics for use in the treatment of cancer.
Yale University Press have published the book as much of the work recorded in it is,recent, and has not been presented in English before.
Introduction to Phannacology By J J Lewis pp xii +826 illustrated 55s Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone Ltd 1960
While this book is not intended as a textbook of materia medica or therapeutics, its concentration on the mode, site and type of action of drugs requires at least a moderate appreciation of pathological conditions if an adequate understanding of such underlying principles as are possible-in this field is to be obtained. The scientific basis of pharmacology is still limited and assistance from all biological disciplines is necessary. The greatest. emphasis is on the relationship between chemical structure and pharmacological action which at present gives only relationships within relatively narrow limits. While this makes a connected story difficult it makes for intriguing questions as to future research. The general themes underlying the various types of action are dealt with as also are the main side actions. With the present flow of new remedies there are inevitably some omissions. If the science student is able to retain this packaged information he should have a very good knowledge of modern pharmacology.
